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the King and his barons wrangled and warred
over the arrogant favourite, Piers Gaj/eston ;
nor because of the defeats and disasters sus-
tained by the royal forces in Scotland; nor
because of the fierce conflict that raged round
the rise and fall of the King's later favourites,
the Despensers ; nor even because of the four
famine years of Edward's reign, when wheat
was more than double the ordinary price, and
many people perished of hunger. The men of
the guilds and the burghs and the towns,
though often distracted by the civil commotion,
stuck to commercial pursuits, and evidences of
general progress were not wanting.

It was about this time that coal began to
come into more general use, and had some little
direct commercial significance attached to it.
The Romans had probably utilised the mineral
to a small extent; and in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries the northern monks and
certain smiths had made use of it; it had also
been recognised as a commercial commodity
by a charter granted to the freemen of New-
castle by Henry III.; and the name Sea-Coal
Lane in the City of London, which is mentioned
in a charter of 1253, points to the sale of coal
in that neighbourhood. London, however, did
not take kindly to coal at first, and Parliament
complained to the King that the air was infected
with its smoke, which led to a proclamation
being issued prohibiting the further use of coal
in the metropolis, and ordering all furnaces and
kilns where coal should be found to be destroyed.
Still, the freemen of Newcastle continued to
work their coal mines, and not long afterwards